
A cross-national marine spatial management tool for sea basins would be a valuable 
tool for effective and sustainable marine governance for several reasons:

The Idea

Transboundary Nature of Marine Ecosystems: 
Marine ecosystems and resources do not adhere to political boundaries, and many sea basins span across 
multiple countries’ jurisdictions. Therefore, effective management of marine resources requires collaboration 
and coordination among nations to address transboundary challenges such as overfishing, pollution, habitat 
degradation, and climate change impacts. A cross-national marine spatial management tool would provide a 
framework for nations to collectively manage their shared marine resources in a coordinated and integrated 
manner, ensuring sustainable use and conservation of these resources. 

1.

Ecosystem-Based Approach:
Marine ecosystems are complex and interconnected, and their health and productivity are essential for the 
well-being of coastal communities, economies, and biodiversity. Marine spatial management tools that adopt 
an ecosystem-based approach take into account the ecological processes and interactions within and across 
marine ecosystems, rather than focusing solely on individual species or sectors. Such an approach can help  
ensure that marine resources are managed sustainably to maintain ecosystem resilience, protect critical  
habitats, and support sustainable livelihoods. 

2.

Integrated and Coordinated Management:
Marine spatial management tools provide a holistic approach to managing marine resources, incorporating 
various activities such as fishing, shipping, tourism, energy development, and conservation. By integrating 
and coordinating these activities, a cross-national marine spatial management tool can help minimize conflicts 
among different sectors, prevent over-exploitation of marine resources, and facilitate sustainable development. 
It can also provide a framework for addressing cumulative impacts and trade-offs among different sectors, 
ensuring that multiple uses of marine space are carefully planned and managed to avoid conflicts and promote 
sustainability. 
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Conservation and Biodiversity Protection:
Many marine ecosystems are vulnerable to human activities and require conservation and protection  
measures. A cross-national marine spatial management tool would enable nations to collaborate on  
designating and managing marine protected areas (MPAs) and other conservation measures, which can help 
safeguard critical habitats, protect endangered species, and maintain biodiversity. Such collaborative efforts 
can enhance the effectiveness of conservation measures and promote the sustainable use of marine resources. 

5.

In conclusion, a cross-national marine spatial management tool for sea basins would foster collaboration,  
provide an ecosystem-based approach, enable integrated and coordinated management, facilitate data sharing 
and information exchange, and promote conservation and biodiversity protection. It would help ensure the  
sustainable management of marine resources, protect marine ecosystems, and support the well-being of 
coastal communities and economies, making it a valuable tool for effective and sustainable marine governance. 

Data Sharing and Information Exchange:
A cross-national marine spatial management tool would facilitate data sharing and information exchange among 
participating countries, enabling them to share scientific knowledge, best practices, and lessons learned. Ac-
cess to comprehensive and up-to-date data and information on marine resources, habitats, and human activi-
ties would support evidence-based decision-making, enable adaptive management, and promote transparency 
and accountability among nations. 

4.


